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Mohawk Nation Divided 


Colonialism at the Root of the Problem 








issue in the current struggle over | tions are continually debated. For- 

gambling on the Mohawk terri- | eign interference is exemplified by a 
tory of Akwesasne-St. Regis. As one | May3 conference of representatives 
of six nations within the Iroquois con- | of Canada, the USA, Quebec, On- 
federacy, the Mohawks are a sover- | tario and New York to discuss a so- 
eign people, recognized implicitly as | lution, to which no Mohawks were 
such by various treaties signed by the | invited. 
USA, Britain and Canada from the I8th Gambling is supported by the 
century onwards. Although the Mo- | Warriors Society, which has a his- 
hawks have been strong enough to | toric role of defending Mohawk land 
maintain much of their culture and | and traditional ways. The Long- 
political structures, the poisoning of | house people, who may not neces- 
their land by aluminum smelter emis- | sarily “support” gambling, still sup- 
sions and the destruction of local wild- | (continued on pg. 2) 
life by mercury and PCBs have de- 
stroyed their traditional economic | 


a 
me ee ere saasa Cops Assault ROM Demonstration 
bling and smuggling cigarettes as a 


possible base for economic survival. | Ae: to avenge the laying of | onstration, claiming they had a warrant 


S elf-determination is the crucial | of support whose relative propor- 











The thousand-year-old Iroquois attempted murder charges on | for his arrest. When he called for help, 
constitution, the Kaienerenkowa, has | constable Brian Rapson, Metro | people at the demo came to his aid, 
| Cops provoked a confrontation at | and were set upon by cops with clubs 
| the weekly demonstration outside ; and an armed SWAT team. Although 
| the Royal Ontario Museum June 2. | ragslikethe Toronto Scum cried for the 
| One day after Rapson'schargefor | “injured” cops, the armed police were 

i ~= | shooting sixteen-year-old Marlon | certainly better prepared for a brawl, 
between Ontario and Quebec. This | Nealin the back fora traffic violation, | and, it seems, almost looking for one. 
has resulted in three separate govern- | was upgraded, cops ‘guarding’ the | The police arrested eight people pri- 
ing bodies: a band council on the Ca- | ROM from the peaceful pickets | marily for “assault” and “obstructing 

| 


been eroded by the imposition of for- | 
eign political structures. The commu- 
nity of 9,500 is divided roughly in half 
by the U.S.-Canada border, with the 
Canadian side being further divided ; 


nadian side, a tribal council on the | against the racist “Into the Heart of | police”. No cops were charged. Dem- 
American side, and the traditional | Africa” exhibit attempted to arrest | onstrators went down to the infamous 
Longhouse people, each with a base | one Black man after he left the dem- (continued on pg. 2) 
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Akwesasne-$St. Regis Conflict... 


port the Warriors in their fight to de- | 
fend the Mohawks as a sovereign | 
people. But there is much dispute | 
over who is, or isn’t, part of the tradi- | 
tional governing structure. Oppo- 
nents include the Canadian band 
council (funded by the Canadian gov- | 
ernment), one of the three elected | 
chiefs on the American tribal council, | 
and the much-respected Native pub- | 
lication Akwesasne notes. They fear 
not only the influx of a consumer soci- 
ety, but also of criminal elements as- 
sociated with gambling. 

The Warriors, on the other hand, 
fear that the “antis” are willing to settle | 
for the very limited form of self-gov- | 
ernment now being pushed by the 
Canadian government, rather than a | 
true sovereignty which would give the | 
Mohawks an independent economic | 
base. The casinos provide 700 jobs in | 
an area where jobs are scarce, and | 
their proceeds fund a number of serv- |! 


ices on the reservation. The Warriors 
suspicions were augmented when 
the “antis” called for outside police to 


bring “peace” to the Territory and | 


then welcomed them when they 
came. On May 10, Canadian police 
arrested 21 people, and seized a few 
firearms and small quantities of 
drugs, thereby raising the possibility 
of using the “War on Drugs” as an 
excuse to curtail local self-govern- 
ment (as has happened so often inthe 
third world.) The Warriors say that 


i none of those arrested were con- 
| nected to them. 


[The Warriors, 
though, carried out their own crack- 
down on drug dealing earlier this year 


which, depending on who you talkto, | 


was either an attempt to curtail deal- 
ing or an attempt to eliminate their 
competition.—ed] 


The various factions agree that | 
solutions can only come from the | 


Mohawk people themselves, but 





German Feminist Released 


From Prison 


WEST GERMANY—ingrid Strobel, 
the West German woman sentenced | 
to 5 years last June on accusations of | 
supporting the Rote Zora, an armed | 
underground feminist organization, | 
was released on May 10. She had also 
been accused of helping them carry | 
out a bombing. After much protest 
and an appeal by her lawyer, West 
Germany’s supreme court looked into 
the case and found that there was no 
evidence to convict her. Ingrid had 
spent two-and-a-half years inside. 
Due to a compromise on the part of 


| the court, she will be retried on the 


“support” charges and could still face 
more time inside under Germany’s 
anti-terrorist laws. 

The Rote Zora have been respon- 
sible for many attacks against corpo- 
rate and state structures in cam- 
paigns against biotechnology, and, 
most memorably, in the successful 
campaign against Adler textiles, who 
ceded to the demands of a strike in 
Asia after a series of bomb attacks 
against them at home in Germany. 
(from Ecomedia Hamburg) 





there is no agreement as to how a rec- 
onciliation process can come about. 
The Warriors are not about to agree to 
“anti” demands that they disarm uni- 
laterally. Continuation of the stale- 
mate provides scope for such 
counter-subversion programs as Co- 
intelpro, which specialize in dividing 
strong and militant groups. There are 
reports that Governor Cuomo of New 
York has agreed to grant sovereignty, 
but that the Canadian government is 
refusing, preferring to strengthen the 
band council. It fears that granting the 
Mohawks sovereignty (as opposed to 
limited self-government) could lead to 
similar demands from other Native 
groups (i.e. the Innu, the Lubicon, the 
James Bay Cree) fighting for their land 
and their existence as a people. 

[This was condensed from a longer 
article in Prison News Service #24, 
available for a donation from: Bull- 
dozer, P.O. Box 5052 Sin A, Toronto 
Ont., MSW 1W4.] 


ROM 
Demonstration 


from pg.1 

52 division to show solidarity until the 
activists were released. 

The first man arrested was wanted 

on a warrant, but that warrant 


stemmed from the attack on the ROM 
demonstration of several weeks previ- 
ous, in which police attacked demon- 
strators; so, in essence, the fight was 
entirely and unjustifiably provoked by 
police. The Coalition for the Truth 
About Africa demonstrates every Sat- 
urday at noon at the Royal Ontario 
Museum. 








Azania Now Forum To Take Action 


: lease this past February from Victor 
Verser prison in South Africa, a group 
of Azanian (South African) expatriates 
residing in Toronto and others initiated 
an open public forum on Azania. Azania 
means “land of the people of the south’; 
it is an indigenous alternative to the 


name South Africa which was imposed | 


by white European colonists cn blacks, 


The name Azania was proposed by 
M.R. Sobukwe, first leader of the Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC); it is univer- 
sally adhered to by those liberation 
movements not prepared to negotiate 
with Pretoria at this time (and just as 


firmly repudiated by the African Na- | 


tional Congress — ANC). 
The people who initiated and organ- 
ized the forum explained that, amid the 


excitement of Mandela’s release, many | 


serious issues are raised concerning | 


the future of Azania. Recognizing that | 


n the wake of Nelson Mandela’s re- | 


one needs to understand a situation in | 


order to act deliberately to change it, 


the forum was originated for people to | 


exchange information and empower 


themselves to critically analyze these | 
issues — “no preconditions, let’s talk.” | 


What's Going On 


Saturday June 9 
12 noon: Coalition for the Truth About 


Africa demonstrates against the ROM’s 


racist “Into the Heart of Africa” exhibit, | 
this and every Saturday, at Avenue Rd. | 


and Bloor (get off at the Museum sub- 
way stop) 

12 noon to 12 noon sunday June 10: 
24 Hour Vigil for Peace in Nicaragua. 
Join the Committee for Peace & De- 


| 





in the forum, unlike obtaining in- | population, own 87.5% of the best 


formation through the main-stream 


media where acceptable topics, the | 
allowable range of opinion, and per- | work they would like to do and formed 


missible diction are preset, people | 
asked questions freely. And unlike 
joining one of Azania’s already-es- 
tablished organizations — such as 
the PAC, ANC, or the Black Con- 


| sciousness Movement (BCM) — 
who never freely chose or adopted it. | 


people didn’t get the low-down on 
how reality really is; they simply 
offered answers to each other’s 
questions. In other words, people 
didn’t pay for prepackaged infor- 
mation or seek the truth from ex- 


perts: they obtained it for them- ; 


selves from each other. 


| Africa, A World Chai 


Issues raised in the forum in- | 


cluded S.A. government negotia- 
tions with the ANC: the question of 
whether the ANC advances the in- 


terests of all Blacks or even has any | schools by the S.A. government. Ex- 


kind of mandate from them to do 


alism and efforts directed merely 
toward ending apartheid, a distinc- 
tion which turns on the question of 


land. 
In the last forum, people spoke of 


into groups with interested others for 
that purpose. One group will be organ- 
izing another forum immediately fol- 
lowing Mandela’s visit to Canada June 
17-19, and will produce a pamphiet for 
demos happening at that time. An- 
other group will be initiating direct dia- 
logue and direct mutual exchange in 
support of grass-roots organizing for 
education in Azania. The third group 
will be producing a short document on 
propaganda as a companion counter- 
piece to a textbook on S.A., South 
venged, written by 
Angus M. Gunn, professor emeritus at 
UBC. The book, a poisonous piece of 


| propaganda, was funded, publicized, 
_ and distributed for free to Canadian 


| amples from the book will be used in 
| what it’s doing. Also, the distinction | 


| between the struggle to end coloni- 


land: the white minority, 14% ofthe | 


E e E 


‘ : : : | 
mocracy in Nicaragua in pressuring ; 


| the contras to disarm. Church of the 


Holy Trinity, 10 Trinity Square, be- | 
hind the Eaton Centre. For more | 
info: 922-0852 


the companion document to teach 
what propaganda is. For more info or 
to get involved, call 536-1471 or 925- 
6800. 


Thursday, June 14 

9 p.m. Dance on for Nicaragua: Assar 
Santana & Chamel no. 6 play a benefit 
for Tools for Peace at the Diamond, 
401 Sherbourne St. For more info: 


| 922-0852 


Tuesday, June 12 
8 p.m. Anarchist men’s anti-sexism | 


| 
group meets to attack sexism and | 
power as men. For info on location | 
phone 535-5731, and leave a mes- | 
sage | 


For info on upcoming events, phone 
the anarchist hotline, 535-5731. To 
have your event included there and 
here in our calendar, leave a message 
at that number. Phone at least two 


weeks in advance if possible. 





ne of Montreal’s newest com- 

munity programs, Cuisines- 

rencontres, is organizing wel- 
fare mothers and the growing number 
of working poor to improve the quality 
of meals they feed their families, ac- 
cording to a front-page Globe and 
Mail article (21-5-90.) The wimmen 
meet weekly to shop, plan and cook 
meals in a group; these meals are 
based on supermarket specials, and 
follow recipes the participants have 





A REGULAR FEATURE ON ANARCHY IN ACTION 


Mutual Aid 






developed in co-operation with a nu- | |< 


tritionist. The meals are made in bulk 


and then divided among the partici- | 
pating cooks, with dozens of meals | 


frozen to be served out later in the 
month when the money has run out. 

Cuisines-rencontres is one of more 
than 3,000 community self-help 
groups growing across Quebec as 





quickly as the number of poor them- 
selves, as Bourassa cuts welfare and 
| remains indifferent to the plight of 





| growing numbers of people below | 
| the poverty line. 13% of Montrealers 


"|| live on welfare, and infant mortality 


rates are on a par with some Third 
World countries. Welfare cuts are by 
| no means unique in Quebec; making 
the poor poorer is high on the agenda 
of just about every capitalist govern- 
ment these days. 

Clearly, an organization which 
helps welfare mothers to not only 
prepare better meals, but also to 
break out from their isolation and 
start talking about what is happening 
around them, is preferable to a food 
bank which merely shoves canned 
food at them. Perhaps the food 
| banks should be talking about trans- 
forming themselves into this sort of 
organization, rather than folding on 
the wishful premise that their demise 
will melt the capitalists’ hearts andre- 
store social services. 


EARTH FIRST ACTIVISTS INJURED 


IN BOMB BLAST 


wo Earth First! members were 
T injured in an explosion on May 
25 which blew up their car down 
in Oakland, California. The two activ- 
ists, Judi Bari and Darry! Cherney, 
were just beginning a speaking tour 
against the timber corporations and 
claim the explosion was a deliberate 
car-bomb attack against them. The 
two are alive, though Judi was seri- 
ously injured. Adding insult to injury, 
literally, is the fact that police charged 
the two with posession of explosives, 
blaming the explosion on them. 

It seems unlikely that any activist 
beginning a speaking tour would bring 
explosives with them, and even more 
unlikely in the case of these two, who 
publicly renounced tree-spiking as a 
tactic recently because of concerns 
for the safety of timber mill workers. 


(Driving spikes into trees has been 
used to prevent logging as the spikes 
ruin sawmiil blades. If run through a 
mill they could hurt mill workers) In a 
press conference last April 11, north- 
ern California Earth First! members 
made the statement because “timber 
corporations care no more for the 


for the life of the forest .... These 
companies would think nothing of 
sending a spiked tree through a mill, 


cern for human life is enough to make 
them abandon the often successful 
tactic of tree-spiking, it seems un- 
likely they would then plan bomb 
attacks, with their relatively higher- 
chance of injury. 


lives of their employees than they do | 


and relish the anti-EF! publicity that _ 
an injury would cause.” If their con- | 


Ecomedia is an international “wire service"that acts as 
an alternative to regular news services.We focus on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three 
main projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN 
| 88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the “Word of Mouth" 
program; also another radio spot at 12:15pm on CIUT 
89.5 FM; and the bulletin in your hands. Published bi- 
weekly and free at locations around the city; subscrip- 
tions are $15/yr (26 issues) mailed monthly to cut costs. 
Order from the address on the front with cheques or 
M.O.'s payable to Ecomedia. 


Support Ecomedia 


| We'd like to thank the people who 
donated $500 to Ecomedia recently, 
giving us amuch-needed boost in our 
hour of need. We still need donations 
and subscriptions to help us go, as 
each issue costs over $150. So, all 
the rest of you take note of our one 
donor’s generosity and send your 
money to Ecomedia at the address 
on the front. 





